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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The citizens of Calloway County organically mobilized neighbors sympathetic to the 
removal of the confederate statue at the Calloway County courthouse to act NOW.  In the 
43 days that have elapsed since June 1, 2020 thousands of members of this community 
have affirmed support via social media, direct outreach, or organizing/participating in 
peaceful assemblies.  We do not purport to speak for the 39,001  residents of Calloway 

County -- However we are confident that views expressed in this report represent a 
cross-section of residents representative of the races, socio-economic classes, and 

different geographic communities that are a composite of Calloway County.

COALITION COMPOSITION

SPECIFIC OUTCOMES DESIRED

We ask the following from the Fiscal Court:

1. Willingly provide any non-public documentation or other material 
that will be used to consider the matter before the Court to the 
people no later than 04:00 PM on June 16, 2020;

2. Immediately following the public hearing, hold a public, roll call (or 
otherwise recorded) vote on the future of the statue.  We ask that the 
Court does not further delay the decision on removal with committee 
action; and

3. Submit resolution to the Kentucky Military Heritage Council 
no later than  July 17, 2020 expressing desire to remove the 
Calloway County Confederate Memorial featuring Robert E. 
Lee from public property and explicitly requsting an 
expedited hearing on the matter.  Explore all available 
means to effect removal no later than July 31, 2020 
regardless of ability to secure permanent placement location.



MISSION & PURPOSE

MISSION

PURPOSE

Our mission is simple:  the removal of the confederate statue featuring 
Robert E. Lee from Calloway County Courthouse (i.e. public) property in 
order to signal readiness to address systemic institutional racism to the 

citizens of Calloway County and our visitors.

Purpose #1:  Transparency
We aim to maintain independence and integrity of our shared goal of removal of the confederate 
monument by capturing public commentary on record and documenting public outreach (including public 
letters, emails and social media) with the goal of creating a publicly accessible historical record.

Purpose #2:  Accountability
We believe that silence on the removal of the confederate statute to be consent to its honorific place on 
Calloway County public property.  In a democracy, the “silent majority” should be identified and counted if 
the status quo is to be maintained.  We aim to remove our financial and other support for those business 
owners, social, and political leaders who support the continued display of the confederate statue on public 
property.  

Purpose #3:  Removal
The confederate statue featuring Robert E. Lee is a painful reminder of America’s original sin - the 
subjectification of a people based on the premise of white supremacy.  When Robert E. Lee unconditionally 
surrendered on April 9, 1865 the United States defeated an insurgency committed slavery.  Despite this 
unconditional surrender, sympathizers proceeded to engage in systemic acts of violent terrorism and 
political oppression.  The statue featuring and honoring Robert E. Lee is a disgrace to all citizens of the 
United States.  That said, we aim to remove the statue by legal, democratic means by apply moral, 
economic and media pressure.  We aim to see the statue moved or destroyed without conflict.  

Purpose #4:  Progression
Calloway County has the opportunity to be an example for other localities engaged in similar discussions.   
By removing the statue, Calloway County can finally embody its “friendliest small town” moniker and truly 
welcome all people.  $1 million dollars in post-secondary scholarships and change agents assume 
government appointed positions where they will exercise discretion based on lessons learned.



Timeline of Events

Initiative Restart

Sherman Neal II requests removal of 
Robert E. Lee Confederate Memorial 
from Calloway County Courthouse;  
letter addressed to City of Murray 
Mayor Bob Rogers.

June 1

Assembly #1:  George Floyd 
Candlelight Vigil

Silent assembly organized 
community members. No property 
damage, no violence, no significant 
incidents to report.

June 1

Statue Protection Begins

Calloway County Sheriff Department 
begins persistent surveillance of the 
Confederate memorial.

June 1

Statewide Publicity

Media outlets in Frankfort , Cadiz , 
and Louisville release content of the 
letter sparking increased statewide 
interest.

June 2

National Publicity

The New York Times publishes report 
documenting movements to remove 
confederate monuments nationwide;  
Murray, KY featured.

June 3

Assembly #2:  March to Monument

Approx. 50 members of community march 
from MSU campus to confederate monument.  
(2) incidents of violence committed:   (1) 
multi-victim assault with chemical agent and 
(1) confirmed multi-victim aggravated 
assault.  Offenders arrested by Murray Police 
Department.  Demonstrators held assembly 
at monument.  No violent acts committed.  
No property damage.

June 3

Assembly #3:  Prayer in the Park

MSU Men’s Basketball player Brion 
Whitley hosts community prayer 
sponsored by 12+ community 
pastors.  Hundreds attend.  Event 
followed COVID-19 assembly 
precautions.

June 7

Assembly #4:  Love on the Square

Gathering of community members in 
vicinity of confederate memorial.  
Organized by supporters of removal.  No 
violence.  No property damage.  Adjacent 
cities replicate event in solidarity.

June 7

Governor Beshear Supports Removal

Governor Andrew Beshear calls for 
removal of confederate monuments 
located on courthouse grounds 
during evening address.

June 8

Murray City Council Supports Removal

Murray City Council passes 
resolution, by unanimous decision, to 
signal city support for removal and 
relocation.

June 11 

Ja Morant Supports Removal

Former All-American Murray State 
basketball player publishes public 
letter requesting removal of 
Confederate monument. At least 3.1 
million social media followers 
receive letter and national media 
broadcast as top news story story.

June 13

Murray State Department Support

Departments of English, Philosophy, 
and HIstory publish (2) letters 
supporting removal;  representative 
of (62 faculty and staff).

June 
13/15

On June 1, 2020, Calloway County resident  Sherman Neal II sent a letter to Murray Mayor Bob 
Rogers, requesting removal of the confederate memorial from public property.  Subsequent 
national media attention led to reinvigoration of organic community effort.  These initiatives 

coincided with a larger national movement which has resulted in several expedited statue removals 
to date.  See below for timeline of significant actions stemming from  request:



Timeline of Events

Murray State Department Support

Murray State University Department 
of and Design officially endorses 
removal.

June 16

Murray State University Endorsement

Murray State University officially 
endorses initiative to remove the 
monument.  President Jackson 
publicly endorses message.

June 17

Calloway County Fiscal Court Hearing

Calloway County Sheriff Department 
begins persistent surveillance of the 
Confederate memorial.

June 17

Request for Attorney General 
Investigation

Sherman Neal II sends letter to KY 
Attorney General Cameron 
requesting assistance with indentify 
relevant outstanding legal matters

June 23

Calloway County Fiscal Court Hearing 
#2

TBD

July 17

Note:

To date, the only public 
comment in opposition of 
removal came during the June 
17, 2020 Fiscal Court Hearing 
from Calloway County resident 
Blake Hughes.  Mr. Hughes does 
not represent the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy 
or the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans.  Reason for his 
selection as a representative 
currently unknown.  
Whereabouts of the J.N. 
Williams Chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy 
currently Unknown

Freedom of Information Act Request 
Submitted to Calloway County

Sherman Neal II submits records 
request to Calloway County for any 
correspondence related to this 
matter as of June 1

July 9



SITUATION
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Following violence that erupted during the the white supremacist and neo-nazi rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia on August 12, 2017, discussion regarding the role of Confederate statues, 
monuments, flags, and other imagery in perpetuating white supremacy began in earnest around 
the country, including in Kentucky. After elected officials in West Kentucky weighed in on the 
controversy on the side of protecting and celebrating the symbols of the Confederacy, 
progressives in the region began discussing how to remove and change those monuments.

● August 29, 2017 (Local Publicity): Murray State history professor Duane Bolin publishes 
an essay discussing the history of Confederate statues in Murray and elsewhere in 
Kentucky. The Murray State News publishes a story referencing the essay.

● September 2, 2017 (Local Publicity): The Murray Ledger and Times publishes an article 
quoting various state officials, including then KY House District 5 Rep. Kenny Imes, as 
opposing removal of Confederate monuments.

● September 4, 2017:  Shelly Baskin posts a message in a Facebook group for West 
Kentucky progressives describing the Murray Confederate Monument and calling for 
members of the group to take action to address it.

● September 13, 2017 (Local Publicity): Shelly Baskin and Danielle Fernandez lead a public 
organizational meeting for the monument removal petition. The meeting was attended 
by about 20 people in favor of removal, but was continuously disrupted by about 10 
people who wanted to keep the statue. The Murray Ledger and Times published an article 
about the meeting the next day.

● September 20, 2017 (Local Publicity): Reacting to a rumor that a secret petition to take 
down the monument would be presented at the Fiscal Court meeting, nearly 100 people 
fill the meeting room to protest. WPSD and the Murray Ledger and Times cover the event.

● Following the Fiscal Court meeting, the petition group decides to take a longer-term 
approach to the removal process. Members continue to research the monument and 
options while occasional editorials are published by Bill Schell.

“The only time it would be removed is by a majority vote of the fiscal court, I would act under 
their direction, or in the case of federal marshals hauling me off to Paducah and putting me 
in federal prison. They could do what they want to after that,” Imes told community members 
at the forum. 

- Judge Executive David Imes on removal;  October 17, 2018 (source: 
https://www.wkms.org/post/calloway-judgeexec-candidates-discuss-library-expansion-generating-revenue-local-forum
#stream/0)

2017 REMOVAL INITIATIVE

https://www.wkms.org/post/calloway-judgeexec-candidates-discuss-library-expansion-generating-revenue-local-forum#stream/0
https://www.wkms.org/post/calloway-judgeexec-candidates-discuss-library-expansion-generating-revenue-local-forum#stream/0


2020 Removal Initiative:  Relevant Law

KRS § 171.786 Meaning of Military Heritage Designation - Administrative 
Regulations
(1) Designation of an historic geographic site as a military heritage site 

means that the site cannot be destroyed, removed, or significantly 
altered, other than for repair or renovation without the written 
consent of the commission.

(2) Designation of an object as a military heritage object means that 
the object cannot be destroyed, removed, sold, or significantly 
altered, other than for repair or renovation or temporary loan not 
exceeding one (1) year without the written consent of the 
commission

(3) The commission shall promulgate administrative regulations defining 
permitted and forbidden activities relating to military heritage 
objects and which activity requires either written permission of the 
commission or action by the commission to rescind the designation 
of the site a military heritage site or rescind the designation of the 
object as a military heritage object

APPLICABLE LAW

● KMHC meets twice per annual year, or once every six months.  Due to emergency 
meeting orders enacted by the Governor as a result of COVID statutory meeting 
restrictions have been waived.  Additionally, the commision has not met in 2020 
meaning that this matter will be ripe for immediate decision pending Calloway County 
Fiscal Court recommendation.

NOTE



2020 Removal Initiative: Decision-Makers and Influencers

KENTUCKY MILITARY HERITAGE COMMISSION (LEGAL AUTHORITY)

CRAIG POTTS
Kentucky Heritage Council 
Executive Director & State 
Historic Preservation Officer

B. GEN. STEPHEN 
BULLARD
Executive Director, Kentucky 
Commission on Military Affairs

MAJ. GEN. STEPHEN 
HOGAN
Kentucky Adjutant General, 
Kentucky Department of 
Military Affairs

SCOTT ALVEY
Kentucky Historical 
Society Executive Director

B. GEN. BENJAMIN 
ADAMS III
Commissioner, Department 
of Veterans Affairs

CALLOWAY COUNTY FISCAL COURT (LEGAL AUTHORITY)

HON. KENNETH IMES
Judge Executive

EDWARD CLYDE HALE
Magistrate, District 1

LARRY CRUTCHER
Magistrate, District 2

DONALD CHERRY
Magistrate, District 3

PAUL RISTER
Magistrate, District 4

OTHER VOICES (NON -LEGAL AUTHORITY ON MONUMENT REMOVAL)

GOV. ANDREW 
BESHEAR
Commonwealth of 
Kentucky

MAYOR BOB 
ROGERS
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILMAN 
DANNY HUDSPETH
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILWOMAN 
ROSE ROSS ELDER
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILMAN 
MONTY MCCUISTON
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILMAN 
WESLEY BOLIN
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILWOMAN 
LINDA CHERRY
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILMAN 
JEREMY BELL
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILWOMAN 
PAT SEIBER
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILWOMAN 
ALICE ROUSE
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILMAN 
DAN MILLER
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILMAN 
TERRY STRIETER
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILMAN 
JOHN MARK ROBERTS
CITY OF MURRAY

COUNCILMAN 
BURTON YOUNG
CITY OF MURRAY

JA MORANT
Professional Athlete / 
Public figure

PRESIDENT 
ROBERT JACKSON
MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY



2020 Removal Initiative: Public Opinion 

Background:  On June 1, 2020 two Murray residents created 
separate petitions on this matter utilizing the Change.org 
website which provides a free open forum for creation of 
petitions.  Data current as of 05:02 AM June 16, 2020:

Petition in Support of Removal 
● All Signatures: 9,818
● Kentucky Residents: 2,300*
● Calloway County: 1,193*

*Numbers represent voters with verifiable residencies;  most conservative number available and likely 
undercounts college age residents attending universities elsewhere.

Petition Opposing Removal
● All Signatures: 2,899
● Kentucky Residents: Unknown*
● Calloway County: Unknown*

*Without access to additional information on signers of petition opposing removal we have no way to 
verify signees residency in Kentucky or Calloway County.

To ensure fair comparison between both petitions, since it is 
difficult to accurately identify the residence of those who 
signed, it’s best to look at them as a whole without 
segmenting the signatures by the locations they listed.

With both petitions created on the exact same day, the one in 
favor of removing the Confederate statue outweighs the 
petition opposing its removal by 6,919 signatures, which is 
3.38 times greater, or 77% voting in favor or removal



CONCLUSION

“The general sentiment of mankind is that a man who will not fight for 
himself, when he has the means of doing so, is not worth being fought for 
by others, and this sentiment is just . . . The whole history of the progress of 
human liberty shows that all concessions yet made to her august claims 
have been born of earnest struggle . . . If there is no struggle there is no 
progress. Those who profess to favor freedom and yet deprecate agitation 
are men who want crops without plowing up the ground; they want rain 
without thunder and lightning. They want the ocean without the awful roar 
of its many waters.

This struggle may be a moral one, or it may be a physical one, and it may be 
both moral and physical, but it must be a struggle. Power concedes 
nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will. Find out just 
what any people will quietly submit to and you have found out the exact 
measure of injustice and wrong which will be imposed upon them, and 
these will continue till they are resisted with either words or blows, or with 
both. The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom 
they oppress.

- Frederick Douglass, August 3, 1857 remarks in the “Speech on West India 
Emancipation.  Mr. Douglass is the namesake of Frederick Douglass High School, 
the black segregated school, located in Murray, KY which merged into Murray 
High School following court ordered desegregation in the fall of 1955.  

REMARKS

THe people have made their demands known.  The Calloway County Fiscal 
Court must use the power vested in them by law to remove this beacon of 

hate from property belonging to the community.

END



CONTACT INFO

City & County Leadership

END

Name Title Phone Email

Kenny Imes
Judge/Executive (270) 753-2920 kimes@callowayky.

com

Gina Winchester
Deputy 

Judge/Executive
270-753-2920 gwinchester@callo

wayky.com

Bob Rogers
Mayor, City of 

Murray
(270) 762-0300 bob.rogers@murray

ky.gov 

Murray City Council
- - citycouncil@murra

yky.gov

Calloway County Magistrates - Voting Members of Fiscal Court

CONTACT YOUR LEADERSHIP
“CC” SHERMANNEAL777@GMAIL.COM IF YOU 

DESIRE TO BE ADDED TO COMMUNITY VOICES IN 
THIS DOCUMENT

mailto:SHERMANNEAL777@GMAIL.COM
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REPORT TO CALLOWAY COUNTY FISCAL COURT



MEDIA COVERAGE

June 1, 2020:  Initial Release
● Paducah Sun (Edward Marlow):  Tweets out letter requesting removal.  

(https://twitter.com/dreamarlowe85/status/1267569659735347205?s=20).
● Calloway County Sheriff Dept. begins 24 hour surveillance of statue 

(https://twitter.com/LiamNiemeyer/status/1267647000759226368?s=20).  

June 2, 2020:  Statewide Coverage
● State Journal (Frankfort, KY): 

https://www.state-journal.com/education/murray-state-assistant-football-coach-asks-for-
confederate-memorial-to-be-removed/article_e58a1378-a504-11ea-8408-c35171637ec3
.html

● WKDZ Radio (Cadiz, KY): 
https://www.wkdzradio.com/2020/06/01/murray-state-coach-asks-for-lee-statue-to-be-r
emoved/

● Kentucky Today (Louisville, KY): 
https://www.kentuckytoday.com/stories/request-made-to-remove-statute-of-robert-e-lee
-in-murray,26180

● Western Kentucky Star (Paducah, KY):  
http://www.westkentuckystar.com/News/Local-Regional/Western-Kentucky/MSU-Preside
nt-Addresses-Current-Racial-Issues.aspx

● Murray Ledger & Times
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/community-members-hold-protest-march-vig
il/article_a39bc10e-a456-11ea-a5a0-779e6c5cc842.html

June 3, 2020:  National Coverage
● Western Kentucky Star (Paducah, KY): 

http://www.westkentuckystar.com/News/Local-Regional/Western-Kentucky/Two-Arreste
d-for-Endangering-Murray-Protesters.aspx

● Hoptown Chronicle (Hopkinsville, KY):  
https://hoptownchronicle.org/man-assaults-protestors-with-spray-during-second-day-of-
murray-protests/

● WPSD Local 6 (Paducah NBC Affiliate):
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/murray-man-calls-for-removal-of-confederate-memo
rial-outside-calloway-county-courthouse/article_a2ea0f16-a601-11ea-9dcf-9b9ed46f66a
d.html

https://twitter.com/dreamarlowe85/status/1267569659735347205?s=20
https://twitter.com/LiamNiemeyer/status/1267647000759226368?s=20
https://www.state-journal.com/education/murray-state-assistant-football-coach-asks-for-confederate-memorial-to-be-removed/article_e58a1378-a504-11ea-8408-c35171637ec3.html
https://www.state-journal.com/education/murray-state-assistant-football-coach-asks-for-confederate-memorial-to-be-removed/article_e58a1378-a504-11ea-8408-c35171637ec3.html
https://www.state-journal.com/education/murray-state-assistant-football-coach-asks-for-confederate-memorial-to-be-removed/article_e58a1378-a504-11ea-8408-c35171637ec3.html
https://www.wkdzradio.com/2020/06/01/murray-state-coach-asks-for-lee-statue-to-be-removed/
https://www.wkdzradio.com/2020/06/01/murray-state-coach-asks-for-lee-statue-to-be-removed/
https://www.kentuckytoday.com/stories/request-made-to-remove-statute-of-robert-e-lee-in-murray,26180
https://www.kentuckytoday.com/stories/request-made-to-remove-statute-of-robert-e-lee-in-murray,26180
http://www.westkentuckystar.com/News/Local-Regional/Western-Kentucky/MSU-President-Addresses-Current-Racial-Issues.aspx
http://www.westkentuckystar.com/News/Local-Regional/Western-Kentucky/MSU-President-Addresses-Current-Racial-Issues.aspx
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/community-members-hold-protest-march-vigil/article_a39bc10e-a456-11ea-a5a0-779e6c5cc842.html
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/community-members-hold-protest-march-vigil/article_a39bc10e-a456-11ea-a5a0-779e6c5cc842.html
http://www.westkentuckystar.com/News/Local-Regional/Western-Kentucky/Two-Arrested-for-Endangering-Murray-Protesters.aspx
http://www.westkentuckystar.com/News/Local-Regional/Western-Kentucky/Two-Arrested-for-Endangering-Murray-Protesters.aspx
https://hoptownchronicle.org/man-assaults-protestors-with-spray-during-second-day-of-murray-protests/
https://hoptownchronicle.org/man-assaults-protestors-with-spray-during-second-day-of-murray-protests/
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/murray-man-calls-for-removal-of-confederate-memorial-outside-calloway-county-courthouse/article_a2ea0f16-a601-11ea-9dcf-9b9ed46f66ad.html
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/murray-man-calls-for-removal-of-confederate-memorial-outside-calloway-county-courthouse/article_a2ea0f16-a601-11ea-9dcf-9b9ed46f66ad.html
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/murray-man-calls-for-removal-of-confederate-memorial-outside-calloway-county-courthouse/article_a2ea0f16-a601-11ea-9dcf-9b9ed46f66ad.html


June 3, 2020: National Coverage Cont...
● New York Times (New York City, NY):  

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/03/us/confederate-statues-george-floyd.html
● WPFL 89.3 NPR Affiliate (Louisville, KY):  

https://wfpl.org/man-assaults-protesters-with-spray-during-second-day-of-murray-protes
ts/

● KVFS Channel 12 (Cape Gireadeau CBS affiliate)
https://www.kfvs12.com/2020/06/03/man-accused-pointing-gun-peaceful-protesters-an
other-accused-pepper-spraying-them-officers-murray/

June 4, 2020:  
● WKUFM 88.9 NPR Affiliate (Bowling Green, KY):  

https://www.wkyufm.org/post/man-assaults-protesters-spray-during-second-day-murray-
protests

June 5, 2020:  
● Murray Ledger & Times: 

https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/protest-speaker-arrested-on-several-warrants
/article_3caf8286-a6be-11ea-a1eb-7bdf84c5fa08.html

June 7, 2020:  COMMUNITY PASTOR / PRAYER GATHERING & “LOVE ON THE SQUARE”
● WSILTV Local 3 News (Carbonale, IL):  

https://wsiltv.com/2020/06/07/hundreds-attend-prayer-vigil-calling-for-unity/
● Murray Ledger & Times: 

https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/2-sunday-events-call-for-prayer-unity-in-figh
t-against-racism/article_7d621212-a934-11ea-8ad7-cbed02be9776.html

June 8, 2020:  Governor Beshear Supports Removal
Beshear Statement
● Murray Ledger & Times:  

https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/beshear-voices-support-for-removing-callow
ay-confederate-memorial/article_c3b4fa3e-a9db-11ea-bacf-4701bbc0edfa.html

● WKMS Murray State NPR Affiliate:  
https://www.wkms.org/post/beshear-calls-removal-calloway-county-confederate-monum
ent#stream/0

● WTVQ 36 ABC News (Lexington, KY):  
https://www.wtvq.com/2020/06/08/beshear-confederate-memorials-go-better-training-h
ealth-care-education-diversity-coming/

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/03/us/confederate-statues-george-floyd.html
https://wfpl.org/man-assaults-protesters-with-spray-during-second-day-of-murray-protests/
https://wfpl.org/man-assaults-protesters-with-spray-during-second-day-of-murray-protests/
https://www.kfvs12.com/2020/06/03/man-accused-pointing-gun-peaceful-protesters-another-accused-pepper-spraying-them-officers-murray/
https://www.kfvs12.com/2020/06/03/man-accused-pointing-gun-peaceful-protesters-another-accused-pepper-spraying-them-officers-murray/
https://www.wkyufm.org/post/man-assaults-protesters-spray-during-second-day-murray-protests
https://www.wkyufm.org/post/man-assaults-protesters-spray-during-second-day-murray-protests
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/protest-speaker-arrested-on-several-warrants/article_3caf8286-a6be-11ea-a1eb-7bdf84c5fa08.html
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/protest-speaker-arrested-on-several-warrants/article_3caf8286-a6be-11ea-a1eb-7bdf84c5fa08.html
https://wsiltv.com/2020/06/07/hundreds-attend-prayer-vigil-calling-for-unity/
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/2-sunday-events-call-for-prayer-unity-in-fight-against-racism/article_7d621212-a934-11ea-8ad7-cbed02be9776.html
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/2-sunday-events-call-for-prayer-unity-in-fight-against-racism/article_7d621212-a934-11ea-8ad7-cbed02be9776.html
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/beshear-voices-support-for-removing-calloway-confederate-memorial/article_c3b4fa3e-a9db-11ea-bacf-4701bbc0edfa.html
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/beshear-voices-support-for-removing-calloway-confederate-memorial/article_c3b4fa3e-a9db-11ea-bacf-4701bbc0edfa.html
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June 8, 2020:  Governor Beshear Supports Removal Cont...
● WPKY 103.3 (Cadiz, KY) 

https://www.wpkyonline.com/2020/06/08/beshear-calls-for-removal-of-murray-confeder
ate-statue/

● WPSD Local 6 (Paducah NBC Affiliate): 
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/beshear-says-confederate-memorial-in-murray-shoul
d-come-down/article_3da74e76-a9ca-11ea-b905-df823315c0fb.html

● WPFL 89.3 NPR Affiliate (Louisville, KY): 
https://wfpl.org/small-towns-host-black-lives-matter-marches-as-movement-spreads-be
yond-cities/

● The Messenger (Madisonville, KY) 
https://www.the-messenger.com/news/local/article_f29f7a76-3dee-55c6-a3ef-dceba911
0f7d.html 

● Murray Ledger & Times
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/2-sunday-events-call-for-prayer-unity-in-figh
t-against-racism/article_7d621212-a934-11ea-8ad7-cbed02be9776.html

June 8, 2020:  Governor Beshear Supports Removal Cont...
● West Kentucky Star  (Paducah, KY):  

http://www.westkentuckystar.com/News/State/Kentucky/Beshear-Calls-for-Removal-of-L
ee-Statue-in-Murray.aspx

June 12, 2020:  MSU English & Philosophy Dept Endorsement
● WKMS Murray State NPR Affiliate:

https://www.wkms.org/post/murray-state-s-english-philosophy-dept-urges-county-officia
ls-remove-confederate-statue#stream/0

● Hoptown Chronicle (Hopkinsville, KY):
https://hoptownchronicle.org/english-and-philosophy-department-at-murray-state-urges
-county-to-remove-confederate-memorial-outside-courthouse/

● Murray Ledger & Times:  
https://www.murrayledger.com/community/how-this-monument-came-to-be/article_c22
eb53c-ac4d-11ea-b031-831ae422ba58.html

● Murray Ledger & Times:
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/council-passes-resolution-to-pursue-removin
g-confederate-statue/article_ee3bb756-acd9-11ea-bf2a-8f7b61d3bf43.html
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June 12, 2020:  Murray City Council Endorses Removal
● KVFS Channel 12 (Cape Giradeau, MO CBS affiliate)

https://www.kfvs12.com/2020/06/12/murray-tattoo-shop-offers-free-cover-ups-hate-or-
gang-related-tattoos/

June 13, 2020:  Ja Morant Endorses Removal
● CBS Sports:

https://www.cbssports.com/nba/news/grizzlies-ja-morant-pens-letter-to-county-judge-in
-kentucky-asking-for-removal-of-confederate-statue/

● Bleacher Report
https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2896055-ja-morant-writes-letter-urging-kentucky-ju
dge-to-remove-confederate-statue

● Forbes
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chrismanning/2020/06/13/grizzlies-guard-ja-morant-calls-
for-confederate-statue-in-kentucky-to-be-removed/#1cb5a4423b23

● Sportando
https://sportando.basketball/en/grizzlies-ja-morant-requests-the-removal-of-a-confedera
te-statues-near-murray-state/

● ESPN
https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/29307166/ja-morant-asks-judge-confederate-mon
ument-removed-murray

● Yahoo!
https://sports.yahoo.com/memphis-grizzlies-ja-morant-writes-kentucky-judge-confederat
e-statue-robert-e-lee-come-down-murray-state-214302112.html

● USA Today
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nba/2020/06/13/ja-morant-asks-kentucky-judge-
remove-confederate-monument/3184620001/

● Essentially Sports
https://www.essentiallysports.com/news-nba-rookie-requests-for-the-removal-of-a-confe
derate-statue-amidst-protests-against-racial-discrimination-ja-morant/

● Hot New Hip Hop
https://www.hotnewhiphop.com/ja-morant-advocates-for-dismantling-confederate-statu
e-in-kentucky-news.112455.html

● Daily Memphian: 
https://dailymemphian.com/section/sportsmemphis-grizzlies/article/14836/calkins-ja-mo
rant-murray-state-university-kentucky-confederate-monument-letter

● UpRoxx: 
https://uproxx.com/dimemag/ja-morant-request-confederate-monument-murray-kentuck
y-comes-down/
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June 13, 2020:  Ja Morant Endorses Removal Continued
● YardBarker: 

https://www.yardbarker.com/nba/articles/ja_morant_asks_judge_to_have_confederate_sta
tue_removed_from_murray_kentucky/s1_13132_32185544

● Wave 3 News (Louisville, KY):
https://www.wave3.com/2020/06/14/former-murray-state-basketball-player-ja-morant-c
alls-removal-confederate-statue-downtown-murray/

● Kentucky Herald Ledger (Lexington, KY) Article

June 14, 2020
● WPSD Local 6 (Paducah NBC Affiliate): 

https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/murray-tattoo-shop-offering-to-cover-up-hate-and-g
ang-symbols-for-free/article_95b35302-ae8f-11ea-a525-a7f254ba803f.html (Unrelated, 
but Pickle Rick)

● Murray Ledger & Times:  
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/morant-addresses-courthouse-statue/article_
0eeac9b4-ae98-11ea-9e1a-dbe8ed82d767.html#tncms-source=block-behavioral

● Paducah Sun:
https://www.paducahsun.com/sports/grizzlies-morant-calls-for-immediate-removal-of-ca
lloway-confederate-statue/article_67037847-f944-5535-a3f0-a8bddff7e998.html

● Kentucky Sports Radio (Lexington, KY)
https://kentuckysportsradio.com/basketball-2/ja-morant-calls-on-kentucky-judge-to-rem
ove-confederate-statue-in-downtown-murray/

● KVFS Channel 12 (Cape Girardeau, MO CBS affiliate)
https://www.kfvs12.com/2020/06/15/former-murray-state-basketball-player-ja-morant-c
alls-removal-confederate-statue-downtown-murray/

June 15, 2020
● WKMS Murray State NPR Affiliate: 

https://www.wkms.org/post/msu-history-dept-demands-calloway-county-officials-remov
e-confederate-statue-letter-judge#stream/0

● Lexington Herald-Ledger
https://www.kentucky.com/news/state/kentucky/article243539697.html

● Hoptown Chronicle (Hopkinsville, KY)
https://hoptownchronicle.org/msus-history-department-demanding-removal-of-confeder
ate-memorial-from-calloway-courthouse-grounds/

June 16, 2020
● WKMS Murray State NPR Affiliate: 

https://www.wkms.org/post/murray-state-university-supports-removal-calloway-co-court
house-confederate-monument#stream/0
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June 16, 2020 Continued
● One America News Network

https://www.oann.com/grizzlies-morant-asks-judge-to-remove-confederate-statue/
● New York Post

https://nypost.com/2020/06/16/tattoo-parlor-offers-free-tattoos-to-cover-up-hate-symb
ols/

● Channel 24 News ABC Affiliate (Memphis, TN)
https://www.localmemphis.com/article/sports/ja-morant-father-tee-proud-for-letter-requ
esting-statue-removal/522-bab7c6eb-9603-49f8-8f9f-4bf21ae16a4e

June 17, 2020
● WKMS Murray State NPR Affiliate: 

https://www.wkms.org/post/calloway-co-fiscal-court-declines-take-action-county-courth
ouse-confederate-monument#stream/0

● Murray Ledger & TImes
https://www.murrayledger.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/our-readers-write/article_1ebe
ef7c-b1be-11ea-8b04-177978fc3c8e.html

June 18, 2020
● Forward Kentucky (Mayfield, KY)

https://forwardky.com/lee-still-rides-in-murray-kentucky/
● Kentucky Publishing Inc.

http://www.ky-news.com/fiscal-court-hears-issues-over-confederate-monument-in-murra
y-cms-11732

● WPSD Local 6 (Paducah NBC Affiliate): 
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/calloway-county-fiscal-court-mulls-over-future-of-confeder
ate-monument/article_c97a265a-b14d-11ea-93a0-27563448a2cb.html

● The Murray State News
https://thenews.org/2020/06/18/murray-state-university-supports-the-removal-of-confe
derate-statue/

● Messenger-Inquirer (Owensboro, KY)
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/news/murray-parlor-removing-hate-tattoos-for-fre
e/article_7b4f059e-9a83-58cc-9738-e18454783977.html

● Murray Ledger & Times
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/fiscal-court-hears-from-supporter-opponent-
of-moving-lee-statue/article_cf1561fe-b109-11ea-ad34-b7ecaa1d214e.html?utm_med
ium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share

June 19, 2020
● Ohio Valley Resource (NPR affiliate for KY, OH, WV)

https://ohiovalleyresource.org/2020/06/19/sherman-vs-lee-how-one-man-sparked-a-figh
t-to-take-down-a-confederate-statue-in-his-kentucky-town/

● Murray Ledger & Times
https://www.murrayledger.com/opinion/robert-e-lee-the-myth-the-man/article_7cb0f1f8
-b1bd-11ea-9f02-f70dd4513c06.html

https://www.oann.com/grizzlies-morant-asks-judge-to-remove-confederate-statue/
https://nypost.com/2020/06/16/tattoo-parlor-offers-free-tattoos-to-cover-up-hate-symbols/
https://nypost.com/2020/06/16/tattoo-parlor-offers-free-tattoos-to-cover-up-hate-symbols/
https://www.localmemphis.com/article/sports/ja-morant-father-tee-proud-for-letter-requesting-statue-removal/522-bab7c6eb-9603-49f8-8f9f-4bf21ae16a4e
https://www.localmemphis.com/article/sports/ja-morant-father-tee-proud-for-letter-requesting-statue-removal/522-bab7c6eb-9603-49f8-8f9f-4bf21ae16a4e
https://www.wkms.org/post/calloway-co-fiscal-court-declines-take-action-county-courthouse-confederate-monument#stream/0
https://www.wkms.org/post/calloway-co-fiscal-court-declines-take-action-county-courthouse-confederate-monument#stream/0
https://www.murrayledger.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/our-readers-write/article_1ebeef7c-b1be-11ea-8b04-177978fc3c8e.html
https://www.murrayledger.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/our-readers-write/article_1ebeef7c-b1be-11ea-8b04-177978fc3c8e.html
https://forwardky.com/lee-still-rides-in-murray-kentucky/
http://www.ky-news.com/fiscal-court-hears-issues-over-confederate-monument-in-murray-cms-11732
http://www.ky-news.com/fiscal-court-hears-issues-over-confederate-monument-in-murray-cms-11732
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/calloway-county-fiscal-court-mulls-over-future-of-confederate-monument/article_c97a265a-b14d-11ea-93a0-27563448a2cb.html
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/calloway-county-fiscal-court-mulls-over-future-of-confederate-monument/article_c97a265a-b14d-11ea-93a0-27563448a2cb.html
https://thenews.org/2020/06/18/murray-state-university-supports-the-removal-of-confederate-statue/
https://thenews.org/2020/06/18/murray-state-university-supports-the-removal-of-confederate-statue/
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/news/murray-parlor-removing-hate-tattoos-for-free/article_7b4f059e-9a83-58cc-9738-e18454783977.html
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/news/murray-parlor-removing-hate-tattoos-for-free/article_7b4f059e-9a83-58cc-9738-e18454783977.html
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/fiscal-court-hears-from-supporter-opponent-of-moving-lee-statue/article_cf1561fe-b109-11ea-ad34-b7ecaa1d214e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/fiscal-court-hears-from-supporter-opponent-of-moving-lee-statue/article_cf1561fe-b109-11ea-ad34-b7ecaa1d214e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/fiscal-court-hears-from-supporter-opponent-of-moving-lee-statue/article_cf1561fe-b109-11ea-ad34-b7ecaa1d214e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://ohiovalleyresource.org/2020/06/19/sherman-vs-lee-how-one-man-sparked-a-fight-to-take-down-a-confederate-statue-in-his-kentucky-town/
https://ohiovalleyresource.org/2020/06/19/sherman-vs-lee-how-one-man-sparked-a-fight-to-take-down-a-confederate-statue-in-his-kentucky-town/
https://www.murrayledger.com/opinion/robert-e-lee-the-myth-the-man/article_7cb0f1f8-b1bd-11ea-9f02-f70dd4513c06.html
https://www.murrayledger.com/opinion/robert-e-lee-the-myth-the-man/article_7cb0f1f8-b1bd-11ea-9f02-f70dd4513c06.html


June 20, 2020
● Paducah Sun: 

https://www.paducahsun.com/news/not-a-tradition-that-we-want-to-honor-msu-coach-c
ontinues-campaign-against-lee-statue/article_3ba1ac20-a801-59ee-b5e2-dd1eba37568
4.html

June 21, 2020
● WPFL (NPR affiliate for Louisville)

https://wfpl.org/sherman-vs-lee-how-one-man-sparked-a-fight-to-take-down-a-confeder
ate-statue-in-his-kentucky-town/

June 24, 2020
● Paducah Sun:

https://www.paducahsun.com/news/coach-seeks-ag-influence-in-murray-statue-remov
al/article_885706af-a7f5-5fb6-b326-266e3e5ff785.html

● Murray Ledger & Times
https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/imes-releases-new-statement-on-lee-statue
/article_eabbf0a4-b5bd-11ea-a081-434b868c55ef.html

● WPSD Local 6 (Paducah NBC affiliate)
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/kentucky-news/direct-call-to-kentuckys-attorney-ge
neral-to-take-down-robert-e-lee-statue-in-calloway/article_8e09ca24-b645-11ea-88ec-
539f879281f5.html

June 25, 2020
● Paducah Sun 

https://www.paducahsun.com/news/murray-asks-calloway-to-remove-lee-statue/article
_c9443694-00c3-5a54-98d9-b288411a15e1.html

● WPSD Local 6 (Paducah NBC affiliate)
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/murray-city-council-passes-resolution-urging-fiscal-
court-to-remove-confederate-monument/article_e3b048d6-b75d-11ea-966c-8ff036861
f70.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook_WPSD-TV

June 26, 2020
● Murray Ledger & Times

https://www.murrayledger.com/news/local/murray-council-passes-resolution-recomme
nding-removal-of-lee-monument/article_edc232aa-b751-11ea-bf54-eb6acc40ff2d.html

● WTVQ Channel 36 (Lexington, KY ABC affiliate)
https://www.wtvq.com/2020/06/26/murray-council-asks-removal-confederate-statue/

● West Virginia Public Broadcasting
https://www.wvpublic.org/post/confederate-monument-sparks-debate-kentucky-colleg
e-town#stream/0

● Kentucky New Era (Hopkinsville, KY)
https://www.kentuckynewera.com/news/ap/article_69401150-eb45-586e-a099-5bb711
9420b7.html
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June 26, 2020 Continued
● WKYT (Lexington, KY CBS affiliate)

https://www.wkyt.com/2020/06/26/kentucky-city-passes-resolution-to-remove-lee-statue/
● WKMS Murray State NPR affiliate

https://www.wkms.org/post/advocates-call-confederate-monument-removal-judge-exe
cutive-says-no-timeline-action#stream/0

June 27, 2020
● The TImes Leader (Princeton, KY)

https://www.timesleader.net/news/murray-asks-calloway-to-remove-lee-statue/article_
0ff4b622-bab2-5d9b-ae60-b5d79d23d322.html

● Courier Journal (Lexington, KY)
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/local/2020/06/27/murray-kentucky-city-cou
ncil-passes-resolution-remove-lee-statue/3270284001/

June 28, 2020
● Paducah Sun

https://www.paducahsun.com/news/erasing-history-debate-on-heritage-hate-and-histo
ry-rages-around-calloway-monument/article_a501519f-336e-53be-a777-35b9bce08dd
e.html

June 30, 2020
● KY Forward

https://www.kyforward.com/constance-alexander-what-we-are-actually-talking-about-w
hen-we-talk-about-race/?utm_source=cerkl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new
sletter-06302020&cerkl_id=9861583&cerkl_ue=UFWvtGz8FteEESDobx%2Fv4UfSFx
T9imY4OVlaz7evXN6JFvThrxOnv6rg%2Ftnq%2BAEN

July 6, 2020
● WKMS Murray State NPR Affiliate

https://www.wkms.org/post/impromptu-independence-day-protest-requests-removal-c
alloway-county-confederate-monument#stream/0
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INDEPENDENT VIDEO PRODUCTIONS

June 12, 2020
● City Council Board Meeting:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkgV-3lzaC8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2iAqdh
keOzKD76JeoGe1BgLh6r2aw2D0oaTfaG8mvkLKRVwyRhcyc0SyA

June 20, 2020
● Conflict in Calloway, Producer “Anonymous”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4aZL193vyw

June 25, 2020
● Murray City Council Meeting;

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oR9kKpvswCk

June 26, 2020
● A Tale of Two Confederate Memorial, Produced by Dr. Ray Horton

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S677hnHq45I&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR24df
QzhzFXFKUvg8x4AviSrnHDfACFNc4vdTvdRrovc2O3A-8IgysFz2E&app=desktop

July 7, 2020
● Outside Agitators, Inside Aggressors, Produced by Dr. Ray Horton

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAxRD5FNUCE&t=10s

TOTAL
● (85) Unique Stories
● (39) Different News Sources
● (13) Different Cities
● (7) Different States + National Sports Media:  KY, NY, MO, 

IL, TN, WV, OH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkgV-3lzaC8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2iAqdhkeOzKD76JeoGe1BgLh6r2aw2D0oaTfaG8mvkLKRVwyRhcyc0SyA
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4aZL193vyw
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Date City, State Name Year Erected

June 1 Nashville, TN Edward Carmack
June 1 Birmingham, AL Charles Linn
June 1 Montgomery, AL Robert E. Lee 1908
June 1 Fort Myers, FL Robert E. Lee 1966
June 1 Bentonville, AR Johnny Reb 1908
June 2 Alexandria, VA Appomattox 1889
June 2 Birmingham, AL Obleisk
June 4 Mobile, AL Raphael Semmes
June 5 Fredericksburg, VA Slave Auction Block 1844
June 6 Philadelphia, PA Rizzo 1999
June 7 Bristol, U.K. Edward Colston 1895
June 8 Louisville, KY John Breckenridge Castleman
June 9 Univ. of Alabama 3 Plaques
June 9 Richmond, VA Christopher Columbus
June 9* Jacksonville, FL 11 Confederate Statues Various
June 10 St. Paul, MN Christopher Columbus
June 10 Huntsville, AL Confederate Soldier 1905
June 10 Porthsmouth, VA Confederate Monument
June 10 Richmond, VA Jefferson Davis
June 12 Norfolk, VA Johnny Reb
June 13 Frankfort, KY Jefferson Davis 1936
June 13 Columbus, OH Christopher Columbus
June 16 Raleigh, NC Josephus Daniels 1984
June 16 St. Louis, MO Christopher Columbus
June 17 Dick Dowling Houston, TX
June 17 Howitzer Monument Richmond, VA
June 19 Decatur, GA Obelisk 1908
June 19 Washington, D.C.Albert Pike
June 20 Raleigh, NC Daughters of Confederacy 1914
June 20 Raleigh, NC Lawson Wyatt 1912
June 22 Greenville, NC Confederate Soliders
June 24 Charleston, SC John C. Calhoun 1898
June 30 Rockdale Co., GA Confederate Soldier 1913
June 30 Orangeburg, SC John D. Palmer 1893
June 30 Boston, MA Emancipation Memorial 1879
July 1* Richmond, VA Stonewall Jackson
July 1 Leesburg, VA Johnny Reb 1908
July 4 Rockville, MD Johnny Reb 1917
July 14 Oxford, MS Confederate Soldier 1906
July 15 Pensacola, FL Lee Square 1891 LMA

MONUMENTS REMOVED SINCE JUNE 1, 2020
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Murray City Council Resolution
June 25, 2020
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Appendices:  Letters
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